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Since the publication of the Paper now referred to, 217 
cases of real or imaginary disease of the uterus have come 
under my observation—197 being private patients—in 
which the speculum had been employed. Written histories, 
containing all the details of these cases, have been preserved, 
which I have condensed into a tabular form, and are now 
presented to the Society. 

Of these 217 patients, 36 were unmarried, and 55 were 
married, but barren. Of the above 91 cases, the greater 
number were women suffermg from hysteria, leucorrhea, 
dysmenorrhcea, or some nervous affection of the uterus, 


2 DR. LEE ON THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT 


without inflammation, ulceration, or any structural disease or 
displacement of the organ. In none, had the symptoms 
been permanently relieved by cauterizing the uterus; through 
the speculum; and in some, they were aggravated by 
the treatment pursued. Of the 36 unmarried patients, who 
had undergone longer or shorter courses of treatment, with 
the speculum and caustic, and had the parts injured, it 
appears from the Table that, there were only two above 40 
years of age: that there were a number under 30: two under 
20; and that one, who had long been subjected to this treat- 
ment, barely completed her eighteenth year. 

Of the 55 married but sterile women, it likewise appears 
that, their ages varied from 22 to 54, and that some organic 
disease existed in several, who had been subjected to this 
mode of treatment after their 48th year. 

In a considerable number of these 217 cases, cancerous 
disease of the uterus and vagina existed; the frequent em- 
ployment of the speculum and caustic being in every instance 
followed by an increase of pain and hemorrhage. In 
one, death from. loss of blood speedily followed the use of the 
speculum, employed by a practitioner who met me in con- 
sultation. In most of these cases of cancer, the nature of 
the disease must have been wholly misunderstood ; and the 
ulceration supposed simple, which was in reality malignant, 
and beyond the reach of all remedies. 

In several marked cases contained in this Table, ovarian 
and uterine tumours existed, or diseases of the parts at the 
entrance to the vagina, which had been entirely overlooked ! 
but were immediately detected by the ordinary methods of 
investigation. 
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